
 

 

NCEA Internal Assessment Activity 

Activity name:  The Holocaust’s significance to Aotearoa New Zealand 

Subject:  History 

Achievement Standard:  92025 - 1.2 Demonstrate understanding of the significance 
of a historical context 

 Credits:  5 

 Assessment Activity Version: 3 

Code:  1.2 Activity B (amended) 

What to do 

You are examining the significance of a historical context. A historical context can be an event, 
person, group, or place. For this Assessment Activity, you are asked to examine the the historical 
significance of the Holocaust to Aotearoa New Zealand. Please note that you do not need to examine 
the significance of the Holocaust, but rather its significance and connection to this place. 
 
Examining the historical context and significance  
 
Think about, and briefly describe, an overview of the Holocaust from 1933-45. This may include 
mention of causes, course and consequences.  
 
Now examine the historical significance of the Holocaust to New Zealand. Apply an aspect or aspects 
of significance to show a depth of understanding. Some ways you might like to think about 
significance include: 
  

* Christine Counsell’s 5 R’s of significance (Remarkable, Remembered, Resulted in 
change, Resonant and Revealing) 

* Impact — the extent to which an event, place or person disrupted existing ways, set a 
new direction, or reinforced the importance of existing ways.  

* Through the lens of whakapapa – the event may be seen as important in forming, 
maintaining, or disrupting the relationships between events, peoples, and/or places  

*  Through the lens of tuakiri – the event may be seen as important in shaping, affirming, 
or disrupting the identity of individuals or communities  



 

 
*  Through the lens of collective maumaharatanga – the commemoration and 

recollection of the event is important to the collective memory of a group over time  

Remember to use relevant historical evidence to develop your examination of the historical context 
and its significance. Historical evidence includes specific historic detail, such as names (of people, 
places, or events), dates, statistics, figures, short quotes, or a combination of these that relate to and 
help the response. Such evidence may be found in sources, including:  

∙ testimony 
∙ artefacts  
∙ reliable web resources (eg Holocaust Centre of NZ). 
∙ photographs 

  
You may use sources available to you in the Resources Booklet as well as others you find yourself. 
You also have a template with aspects of significance to help you frame your response, though this 
will not be graded.   

How to present your learning 

All responses may be delivered in te reo Māori, English, or New Zealand Sign Language. You may 
also use assistive technologies. Whatever medium or media you choose, it is the content that will be 
assessed, not the quality of the presentation.  
Option 1: Waiata, spoken word, or speech  
 

*  You may demonstrate your understanding of the significance of the Holocaust to Aotearoa 
New Zealand through an oral presentation. The suggested forms are waiata, speech, or 
spoken word. You need to include evidence to support your argument, which could be 
expanded upon in a short written script to accompany the waiata or speech.  

*  Your waiata or speech could be delivered in front of the class, or pre-recorded and submitted 
to your kaiako. Your waiata, spoken word, or speech should be approximately 3-4 minutes 
long.  

*  You may provide a short written script to accompany the waiata or speech. This should be no 
more than 400 words in length.  

Option 2: Written report  
 

*  You may demonstrate your understanding of the significance of the Holocaust to Aotearoa 
New Zealand through a written report.  

*  You need to include relevant historical evidence to support your argument. Your report can be 
typed or hand-written.  

*  Your report should total 750-800 words.  

Option 3: Display board or exhibition  
 

*  You may demonstrate your understanding of the significance of the Holocaust to Aotearoa 



 

 
New Zealand through a display board or exhibition of visual and written texts. This could be in 
digital or non-digital form.  

*  A visual display should include at least 6 visual texts and up to 800 words.  

Timeframe 

Your teacher will provide details of the assessment duration and checkpoints, and the final 
submission date.  
Assessment duration: 
Checkpoint: 
Final submission date: 
 
 
You need to decide upon:  
 

* an aspect(s) of significance to discuss  
*  what presentation option you will use.  

 
 
Now you are ready to make a start!  
 
 
 
 
 


