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MISSION STATEMENT
The Holocaust Centre of New Zealand inspires and empowers action against antisemitism, 

discrimination and apathy by remembering, educating and bearing witness to the Holocaust.

The Holocaust Centre of New Zealand is the country’s national 
Holocaust education and remembrance centre.

STRATEGY
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CHAIR’S REPORT
The ongoing nature of Covid-19 has impacted on our 
work, most notably on our not being able to send 
teachers to Yad Vashem in Israel. But we have instead 
delivered in other ways, as outlined in this report.

At the outset, I wish to acknowledge my fellow board 
members. Once again Miriam Bookman has been my 
able deputy, taking the load off me and spearheading 
a number of projects, most notably our need to 
develop policies. I acknowledge long-term board 
member Giacomo Lichtner, who is leaving the Board. 
Giacomo is a wise and wonderful Board member – 
we will certainly miss his sage advice. Jeremy Smith 
continues to ensure our finances and has a wealth of 
information, given his longevity on the Board.  I also 
thank board members Rivkah Nathan, Helene Ritchie, 
Marcus Blomquist and Diana Wichtel. 

The foundations of the centre 
are to ‘educate’, ‘bear witness’, 
‘remember’, and ‘act’, as well as 
ensuring our infrastructure.

I will leave it to others to report on each of these vital 
areas but wish to underline just a few of our projects.

Infrastructure is often what people think of as the 
boring stuff to enable the exciting projects and 
to some extent it can be, but this year the Board 
approved an exciting infrastructure project, whilst 
working on many others at the same time.  

We have determined, finances allowing, to create 
an additional space at the new community centre in 
Auckland. It will hopefully be a new, purpose-built 
facility that will allow us to teach thousands more 
about the Holocaust. I thank Rachel Lerner, who is 
leading the project in Auckland and who has been 
great to work with. This coming year, we will need 
to move this project from the concept to actually 
happening, whilst safeguarding our Wellington base, 
which now needs revitalising.

 
Most of what we do can be put under the ‘educate’ 
banner. Two projects were particularly important this 
year. The first was the seminar of Yad Vashem alumni, 
held over a weekend in Auckland. These spectacular 
teachers gathered and increased their learning and 
we learnt from them. We are very grateful to the Astor 
Foundation for funding this essential seminar.

The Anne Frank projects added one more to its long 
and wonderful list and that was the opening of the 
Anne Frank Memorial in Ellice Park, Wellington. It is 
a poignant and wonderful asset to the capital and 
I am sure it will be used widely for generations to 
come. Once again, we are indebted to Boyd Klap for 
his energy and determination to make it happen and 
talented designer Matthijs Siljee.

We worked with the New Zealand Jewish Council and 
Rob Berg, as well as a range of other stakeholders, to 
ensure that NZSki Ltd renamed a Mount Hutt ski-field 
and café. They had thought it fitting to name these 
places after an unrepentant Nazi.  We disagreed and 
worked hard to see a backdown and the places given 
Māori names instead.  

This work is vital and demonstrates what we mean 
when we say we need to act on the lessons of the 
Holocaust. Juliet Moses of the Jewish Council and Rob 
Berg were great to work with to achieve the outcome 
we all so dearly wanted.

Lastly I would like to note the extraordinary 
comments made by Dame Patsy Reddy at the UNIHRD 
commemorations we hosted in Auckland.  This event 
was one of five we organised. Dame Patsy said the 
way in which New Zealand dealt with Jewish refugees 
fleeing the Holocaust was ‘shameful’ and  ‘a stain 
on our history.’ And so we received the first official 
acknowledgement of this failing.
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We are indebted to our indefatigable volunteers. We 
are a volunteer-led organisation and the breadth 
of what we can achieve is because of you. Thank 
you.  And to our many sponsors, supporters and 
benefactors, thank you. To our members, thank you. 
And to our precious survivors and their families, thank 
you for sharing your stories.

I thank our hard-working CEO, Chris Harris and his 
staff, Kris Clancy, Sarah Williams, Tom Rockman Arielly 
and Lizzy Eaves. We rely on our staff to do so much 
and they are entirely dedicated.  

Since first writing this report, we received the 
resignation of our CEO. Chris has been in the position 
since January 2019.  Before that he was our National 
Director of Education and before that he served 
on the Board. The common thread throughout is 
that he has been an exceptionally dedicated and 
hard-working member of our team. His enormous 
contributions to the ever-growing programmes of 
the centre and his passion for creating and delivering 
them was impossible to miss. Our thanks go to Chris 
who we farewell as our CEO, but hopefully not from 
the centre.

On a personal note, this year I lost my mother, Inge 
Woolf. She was of course very special to me, but she 
was also the Holocaust Centre’s first Director and part 
of the wonderful group that imagined our centre and 
made it a reality. I miss her dreadfully but I know the 
work I do for the centre carries on her legacy and that 
is of great comfort.

We can’t do it without you. Please continue to 
support us. Be a member, volunteer, donate, leave 
us a bequest. We appreciate whatever it is you can 
contribute.  And we thank you.  

B’shalom

Deb Hart
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CEO’S REPORT
The past year has been about looking forward as we 
continue with our strategic focus on the four key pillars 
of ‘witness’, ‘remember’, ‘educate’, and ‘act’. 

This year we lost some wonderful Holocaust survivors 
who meant so much to their families and to us. I would 
like to acknowledge Michael Goldschmidt, Alexander 
Szecket, Michael Frohlich, Lotte Weiss, Ruth Filler, 
and Inge Woolf. We also lost a strong member of our 
community, Judy Sedley (wife of Steven). May their 
memory be a blessing.  

Our redesigned onsite education programmes resulted 
in an increase of school visits to the centre. Our 
education team is working hard to make sure that 
the local stories of those who came to New Zealand 
are recorded and promoted to schools. These are 
vital, as the new Ministry of Education ‘Aotearoa New 
Zealand’s histories’ proposed curriculum is keen to 
promote the impact historical events have made on 
our communities’ history.  

Our exhibition visitor numbers continue to grow 
and this has resulted in more venues needing to be 
sought to display our Children’s Holocaust Memorial in 
particular. 

In May 2021 we held the inaugural Rabbi Astor HCNZ 
Yad Vashem Alumni Seminar at which 55 of our 
wonderful alumni met over a weekend. The seminar 
began with the Auckland Hebrew Congregation hosting 
us for a lovely Shabbat dinner. The weekend included 
guest speakers such as Juliet Moses, Dame Lesley 
Max, and Chief Human Rights Commissioner, Paul 
Hunt. It was a great opportunity for teachers to share 
their best practice in teaching the Holocaust and to 
reconnect. For me a highlight was the renaming of the 
Yad Vashem Seminar for New Zealand Educators to 
‘The Inge Woolf Memorial Seminar for New Zealand 
Educators at Yad Vashem’. This is in recognition of all 
the hard work that Inge put in to make this seminar 
happen for over 90 teachers, dating back to 2013. 

Thank you to Justin Thompson, volunteer and Yad 
Vashem graduate, and Gael Keren, CEO of the Astor 
Foundation, and the rest of the team for making this 
weekend a huge success. We look forward to 2023 with 
the hope of taking another group of educators to Yad 
Vashem and them becoming part of the alumni family. 
 

We remain committed to educating every student in 
the country about the Holocaust and with the ongoing 
development of strong onsite, online, and offsite 
educational programming. As part of the refinement 
of our programming we are developing a unit on 
antisemitism in New Zealand. 

I would like to thank the board for their hard work 
over the past year and to acknowledge Giacomo for his 
contribution over the past five years.  

Thank you to my amazing staff. They continue to 
amaze me with their continued dedication and 
commitment to the organisation. Their support of 
me has not gone unnoticed, thank you. I would like to 
congratulate you all on a great year.  

To our wonderful volunteers - 
you continue to help and assist 
in all aspects of our organisation 
- thank you. To our members, 
sponsors, and donors, thank you 
for supporting us in our activities. 

On a personal note, as this is my last annual report  I 
would like to thank everyone for their support of me as 
a Yad Vashem participant, volunteer, board member, 
education director, and CEO. It has been an amazing 
journey and the past 7 years have flown by. In the 
words of Elie Wiesel, ‘whoever listens to a witness, 
becomes a witness’ -  for me this will never change.  
 
As we draw on the lessons of the past, and say ‘never 
again’, this can only be ‘never again’ if we remember to 
remain vigilant and call out acts of discrimination and 
prejudice in our communities.  

Chris Harris
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IN MEMORIAM

Inge Woolf z”l
Loved and respected by many, our Founding Director, 
Inge Woolf’s legacy lives on in the continuing mission 
of HCNZ, and the thousands of people who have heard 
her speak and give her testimony. She was a bulwark 
against hatred and antisemitism - challenging students, 
and adults alike, to be upstanders and not bystanders.

‘Today the lessons of the 
Holocaust are poignant to 
combat increasing intolerance 
and racism, to teach the value of 
human rights and the celebration 
of diversity.’

From long-time friend Boyd H. Klap CNZM QSO

‘There are only a few people in life who are particularly 
important to you. You can count them by the fingers 
of one hand. Inge is one of those for me. She was 
strong, purposeful, and no pushover, but she was also 
very caring. Even when she was busy, she had time for 
everybody.

We pay tribute to the following very special people who have sadly passed on recently. 
This includes Holocaust survivors who migrated to New Zealand and those connected 
to our HCNZ whānau in a variety of different ways. All were pillars in their communities 
and made lasting contributions to the tapestry of Aotearoa New Zealand. Much loved 
and missed by their families, friends, and the wider community, they shall live on in our 
hearts. May their memory be a blessing.

In 1982, nearly 40 years ago, I met Inge and Ron Woolf 
who had the very successful Woolf photography in my 
building when I was head of Prudential. It was love at 
first sight. Ron was a gentle artistic photographer who 
sadly died in the helicopter crash with Peter Button. 
That did not stop my friendship with Inge. We often 
had a coffee or a meal and exchanged our challenges. 
I saw her commitment when she was involved with the 
start of the Holocaust Centre. Nothing could take her 
off the track she was on.

My involvement with the Anne Frank projects is also a 
direct result of our friendship. She rang me in 2009 and 
told me she had a visitor from the Anne Frank House in 
Amsterdam who found it difficult to have the travelling 
exhibition in New Zealand. My involvement would only 
be for 3 months and that is now nearly 12 years ago.

I am grateful for her friendship and the Anne Frank 
journey I have been on for over a decade. I miss her 
presence, her phone calls, and a coffee together on 
Cuba Street.’

Inge’s obituary in Stuff.co.nz can be read here

Inge Woolf QSO z”l May 18, 1934 - February 26, 2021

https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/124375157/inge-woolf-a-life-dedicated-to-tolerance-and-diversity?fbclid=IwAR2kmx80ybTTSRW4HRV62M7QaFd2-DDcwLKqRrP4GlJFw5iqAxVWWwyVhWk
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Ruth Filler z”l
15 March 1929 -  05 March 2021

Ruth Filler and her family fled Nazi Germany when she was nine years old in 1938 and 
settled in New Zealand. In 1951 she met her husband, Sol Filler z”l, while in Sydney.
She said it was her late husband’s story of survival in Auschwitz that pushed her to spend 
her life ensuring the stories of the Holocaust are never forgotten. 

Ruth’s obituary can be read here

Ernst Michael Goldschmidt z”l   
5 December 1936 – 22 September 2020

In 1938 ‘Michael’ Goldschmidt was a toddler temporarily staying in Heim Isenburg, a 
home run by the Jewish Womens’ Association. During Kristallnacht, on the 9th November 
1938, the main building was set on fire and the children watched from the yard. Michael 
lived with his mother at the Heim Isenburg until the end of May 1939. In June 1939 he 
was sent on a Kindertransport with his older sister. Both parents and children reunited in 
the UK with Michael moving to New Zealand in 1957.

Read ‘Kindertransport and New Zealand’s Kindertransportees’ by Claire Bruell

Ilse Brauer (nee Goldschmidt) z”l       
1 June 1927 – 29 July 2020

Born in Breslau, Silesia which was in 1927 a city in Germany, Ilse Brauer left on a 
Kindertransport in June 1939. Ilse spent most of the war years in a Jewish house in Leicester 
(UK). In 1946 Ilse joined her parents in Puerto Montt, Chile. In 1973, with their two 
younger children, Ilse and her husband Gunter moved to New Zealand, making a new 
home in Auckland.

Read ‘Kindertransport and New Zealand’s Kindertransportees’ by Claire Bruell

Michael Leopold Frohlich z”l              
16 December 1937 - 2 January 2021

Michael Frohlich left Chemnitz, Germany, as an infant in October 1938, arriving in Auckland, 
New Zealand in December 1938. The family settled in Masterton where his father, Hans 
Frohlich, had secured a job as a dentist. He was the dear brother of Irene Buxton, a valued 
member of our HCNZ volunteer team.

https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/126296454/obituary-ruth-filler-fugitive-from-the-nazis-who-understood-the-power-of-history?fbclid=IwAR0PEqnPNEufDXhB_35U5A2sP6TsJZH-WEERz6Fo5RqqtfVK6Tk0U1EU9UM
https://tinyurl.com/32p5wvvx
https://tinyurl.com/32p5wvvx
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Kelvin Ratnam
5 June 1952 - 31 July 2021

Kelvin was very generous with his time in many voluntary roles, giving long and varied
service to the Jewish and wider communities, including to HCNZ. As a coordinator of the 
Wellington community security group Kelvin was dedicated to ensuring the safety of all. He 
had a deep commitment to Holocaust remembrance and was instrumental as a member of 
the organising committees for Yom HaShoah and UNIHRD. 

Sir David Levene KNZM OBE
19 August 1929 - 11 August 2021

Sir David was a prominent businessman and philanthropist.

His devotion and generosity touched many lives and organisations, throughout the Jewish 
Community and throughout New Zealand. HCNZ was honoured to be amongst the many 
charities of which he has been a generous supporter.

He supported countless important causes including the Astor Foundation, the Auckland 
Chevra Kadisha, Auckland’s Jewish congregations, Kadimah College, the retirement village 
Shalom Court, Hadassah International, Outward Bound, the Holocaust and Antisemitism 
Foundation, and the Neurological Foundation. 

He was a man of principle, driven by a strong sense of ethics. In Hebrew we speak of “Tzedek” 
or “Justice”. David epitomised justice, opposing prejudice wherever he found it.

Abraham (Bram) Krukziener z”l 
28 November 1926  – 14 March 2020

Born in the Netherlands, Abraham spent the war in hiding in an attic near Zutphen. After 
meeting his wife, Vera, also a survivor, in Melbourne, they settled in Auckland in 1959. Bram 
was a respected member of the business community, he was respected for his integrity 
and love for his family. Bram was born an optimist and was a true gentleman.

Read New Zealand Herald article here

Andrie Solomon Hart z”l
12 March 1936 - 12 June 2020

A child in Nazi occupied Belgium, Andrie Hart survived the Holocaust first in a Jewish 
orphanage and in 1944 hidden in a Catholic church for nine months. He was the only one 
of the 50 children hidden in the church to be reunited with a living parent. He moved to 
New Zealand in 1948. 

Read New Zealand Herald article here

https://tinyurl.com/2yw34jdx
https://tinyurl.com/2yw34jdx
https://tinyurl.com/4t5hhp7c
https://tinyurl.com/4t5hhp7c
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Judy Sedley z”l
20 June 1944 - 17 February 2021

Judy was the beloved wife of our Founding Chair Steven Sedley MNZM. Judy was a kind and 
generous friend to many. She had a sharp wit and a great sense of humour. She was the first 
nurse in New Zealand to have a University degree. Judy’s parents made it out of Hungary in 
1939, tragically many of her family members perished in the Holocaust.

Alexander (Sandor) Schiff z”l
12 January 1933 - 4 July 2020

Alex Schiff lived through the Holocaust in Hungary. From Dec 1944 to 15 January 1945, Alex 
survived with his mother and brother in the Budapest Ghetto and was reunited with his 
father after liberation. In 1956, after the Hungarian revolution Alex fled to Yugoslavia and 
then on to New Zealand, settling in Wellington in 1960. 

A Standard for the People, Ed. Stephen Levine

Alexander Szecket z”l   
27 October 1936 – 13 October 2020

Lotte Weiss z”l
28 November 1923 - 12 February 2021

At the age of 18, Lotte, who was born in Czechoslovakia, was forcibly deported by cattle 
car, together with two of her sisters, to Auschwitz. She survived five concentration
camps. Lotte and her late husband Ali, also a survivor, moved to New Zealand, and were 
cherished members of the Wellington Jewish community for over three decades, after 
which she settled in Australia. On countless occasions, Lotte told her remarkable story of 
survival and lessons in drawing meaning from adversity with school children, and adults 
alike, at the Sydney Jewish Museum.

Lotte’s obituary in J-Wire can be read here

https://www.jwire.com.au/a-eulogy-for-lotte-weiss/
https://www.jwire.com.au/a-eulogy-for-lotte-weiss/
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EDUCATION REPORT 2020 

This year has been an excellent year for the education 
team. Building upon the lessons we learned last year 
during Covid-19, we are continuing to develop new 
ways to engage students and teachers beyond the 
traditional presentation. We have created new lesson 
activities to offer online for teachers, centred around 
the topics offered in the centre. These activities cover a 
variety of abilities and allow the teacher to choose new 
ways of bringing Holocaust education to the classroom. 

We continued offering our online webinar series 
for teachers, partnering with Yad Vashem to bring 
new topics to both experienced and new teachers 
in Holocaust education. We are looking forward to 
participating at the Social Studies Conference in 
Christchurch this year, as well as working on presenting 
a new Adult Education series this spring. 

Education Team 
During this reporting year the education team 
continued to develop programming that we offer to 
schools, focusing on the triad of onsite, offsite, and 
online. This displayed the continued hard work and 
dedication of the team and we cannot thank them 
enough. Our onsite programmes have gone through 
an evaluation and adjustment, based on feedback from 
teachers and team members, to ensure that we remain 
relevant to New Zealand curriculum standards and 
school programmes. 

We lost an invaluable member of our team with the 
passing of Inge Woolf. She gave a voice to the victims 

and refugees of the Holocaust with her testimony and 
invaluable insight. She will be greatly missed and we 
continue to disseminate her message of standing up 
against hatred and discrimination. 

Giacomo Lichtner and Rivkah Nathan were the Board 
Members overseeing Education for 2020-2021. 

The education team would like to thank the 
contributions made by organisations and individuals 
over the past year including USHMM, Yad Vashem, 
USC Shoah Foundation, Holocaust Educational Trust, 
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, and many others. 

Online Education Initiatives 
We continued developing our online programming, 
which includes videos, classroom activities, testimony 
clips, and teaching materials to be used in the 
classroom. They will be used in conjunction with our 
programming in the centre to help teachers in the 
classroom and to encourage them to come to the 
centre. 
We also offered online training to teachers again in 
teaching the Holocaust through our webinar series. 
This year’s webinar series focused on case studies 
of different events in the Holocaust: Operation 
Barbarossa, Jewish and Non-Jewish Victims of the 
Holocaust, Teaching About Perpetrators, and Teaching 
the Roma Genocide. These webinars were held in 
conjunction with Yad Vashem and specialists in each of 
the different topics covered.

We will be starting a new adult education initiative this 
upcoming August to continue growing our outreach 

to the community. This programme will be run 
concurrently online and in-person to allow for wider 
access to our offerings and more engagement with the 
community. We look forward to offering more adult 
education in the future on a variety of topics around 
the Holocaust and its relevancy today.

Kristopher Clancy, Education Director
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Just One Week
The Just One Week campaign continued this year, 
growing from the initial success seen last year. We 
continue to work with teachers who have used the 
programme to improve our offering and include the 
New Zealand story of the Holocaust, from the survivors 
who came to New Zealand and made their lives here, 
to the actions New Zealand took before, during, and 
after the Holocaust.

Yad Vashem 
The 2021 Yad Vashem Seminar was cancelled due 
to Covid-19 and ongoing restrictions in international 
travel. If we are in a position to take another group of 
educators in 2023 that will be the 10th anniversary of 
the Yad Vashem Seminar for New Zealand teachers. 
We look forward to taking the next group of teachers 
on this amazing opportunity.

Paul Seideman Annual Composition Prize  
Thank you to Paul Seideman for his continuing 
generous endowment of this competition. We had 
some fantastic entries this year. Our Year 7 – 8 winner 
was Maayan Bialik from Remuera Intermediate 
(Auckland). Our winner for the Year 9 - 10 category 
was Felix Steiner, from Rongotai College (Wellington). 
The winner from the Year 11 - 13 category was Leah 
Burger, from Rosehill College (Auckland). The essays 
the students wrote were centered around resilience of 

survivors and the need to be active in the community 
to stand up to hate. All three winners spoke beautifully 
as they read to the audience at Parliament as part of 
the UN International Holocaust Remembrance Day 
ceremony. The education team looks forward to this 
year’s competition continuing to have great quality 
work coming from our young people. This composition 
continues to evolve, with students exploring different 
mediums when submitting their entries. 
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National Education   
This has been a bumper year for our national 
education initiatives. Since the easing of restrictions, 
put in place due to Covid-19, we have been able to 
restart visiting schools, as well as offering new teaching 
aids to schools and teachers. 

Our new Teaching Trunks Project was rolled out this 
year and teachers around the country immediately 
signed up to participate. Each trunk loaned to a 
classroom contains a selection of books, aimed at 
various levels of reading ability and topic, as well as 
replica items, poster set, and a teacher’s manual. In 
the teacher’s manual there are various activities for 
student engagement, developed by the education 
team. This initiative was funded generously by the 
Astor Foundation and the Deckston Hebrew Trust to 
be provided to schools free of charge. Some of the 
feedback we have received:

• ‘The replica Star of David, passport, ration card, 
and postcards exceeded my expectations. The 
posters were useful to just put out on tables 
and get students to take one they wanted to use 
in their writing.’ – Zanita Thompson, Hastings 
Christian School

• ‘It really enhanced the way we looked at people. I 
have really tried to focus our study on the people 
and this really helped us do that.’ – Kirsty Christian, 
Karamu High School

• ‘The trunk was great, it provided a range of 
valuable resources. We used them to support the 
learning on NZ’s response to the Holocaust.’ – 
Tamara Yuill Proctor, Hagley College 

One of the major outcomes of this new initiative is 
an increase in schools engaging with the Holocaust 
Centre, whether using the trunk or by coming into 
the centre for one of our programmes. Teachers who 

have seen what the centre is able to offer feel more 
buy-in to what the centre can do to help enhance their 
educational programmes and student learning.

We have also seen an increase in schools requesting 
visits from the Holocaust Centre, with our Education 
Director visiting schools in the Wellington region, 
as well as spending a week visiting schools in the 
Canterbury region. Our CEO visited schools in the 
Auckland region, as well in Waikato and Northland. 

Finally, our Education Director and CEO embarked on 
a nationwide tour offering professional development 
for teachers in Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch, 
and Dunedin. This was an intensive, one-day training 
programme that focused on the pedagogy of Holocaust 
education, using first- and second-generation 
testimony in the classroom, and modern antisemitism 
in New Zealand. We were able to provide this, free of 
charge to teachers through the generous support of 
the Raye Blumenthal Freedman Trust. 

While in Dunedin, we partnered with the centre for 
Global Migrations to offer a community presentation 
on the history of Jews in Dunedin, as well as co-
sponsoring the professional development day 
for teachers. We had an overwhelmingly positive 
response from teachers who attended the professional 
development.

2,897 students 
from 19 schools,  
from Northland to Otago, 
have engaged with the trunk 
education project.
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• ‘I already had a good grasp of the key issues 
covered in the session but learned more about 
the local examples of antisemitism, reasons for 
focusing on the testimony of victims rather than 
sources of the perpetrators, the range of published 
texts and primary sources that are available, and 
how to use some personal testimony. In sum, Kris’ 
content and delivery were model demonstrations 
of leading a session for teachers, and there 
was plenty of time for Q&A.’ – Angela McCarthy, 
Director of Global Centre for Migrations, Otago 
University

• ‘So many relevant facts I can inform my own 
teaching with. Do’s and don’ts for teaching 
the holocaust. All so valuable!’ – Devon Grant, 
Fiordland College

• ‘Different techniques for teaching the Holocaust 
and other confronting topics that can be used in 
the classroom, it was also really beneficial talking 
to second generation Holocaust survivors and 
to hear their stories.’ – Amelia Court, St. Oran’s 
College

• ‘It was incredibly helpful so hear the testimonies 
from 2nd generation Holocaust survivors. These 

stories are so important to hear and also there 
is a push for teaching significance to NZ, so very 
valuable.’ – Kirsty Hartley, Dilworth School

We would like to thank the second-generation survivors 
who came to each of the professional development 
days to work with the teachers. Their participation 
helped to bring the relevancy of the Holocaust and the 
importance of Holocaust education to the forefront 
of the day and provided a much-needed context to 
all that we taught. We also would like to thank the 
Global Centre for Migrations for partnering with us 
in Dunedin, to bring more Holocaust education to 
the Dunedin community, and for providing amazing 
facilities and food to the teachers who came from as 
far away as Fiordland.

Looking Forward
The education team will continue reviewing our 
programmes and improving them so that they remain 
relevant to the needs of teachers and students as well 
as provide the best experience for visitors. We will also 
continue to develop our online presence through our 
webinars, online programming, and increased tools on 
our website for students and teachers to use. We will 
also be presenting two sessions at this year’s Social 

Studies Conference in Christchurch and working with 
teachers on integration of Holocaust education in the 
new ‘Aotearoa New Zealand’s Histories’ curriculum. We 
look forward to growing our outreach to schools and 
reaching more students through the programmes we 
offer and events that we run.
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Location (dates) Peer Guide Numbers Student Visitors Special Event

Upper Hutt 
Expressions Whirinaki 

(May-August 2020)
41 429

Survivor stories (200 
attendees)

Christchurch
Airforce Museum of NZ 

(September-October 
2020)

The venue chose not to run the 
peer guide programme due 

to the impact of Covid-19 
on visitor numbers and 

because they had done so 
in 2018.

257
Anne Frank to Aotearoa: 

refugee stories 

(45 attendees)

Motueka District 
Museum 

(November 2020-March 
2021)

15 132
Opening event (75 

attendees)

Napier 
St Paul’s Presbyterian 

Church 
(March-June 2021)

67 256
Opening and closing 
events (75 attendees)

Nelson Provincial 
Museum 

(July – September 2021)
57

Schools are still 
visiting the venue at 
the time of writing 

this report

Opening event (27 
attendees)

TRAVELLING EXHIBITIONS

This year we continued to host the Anne Frank 
Exhibition as it travelled around the country. We 
nurtured existing relationships with venues and 
sponsors whilst also creating many new contacts and 
gained new sponsors who have given generously to 
support the exhibition to continue its run until the end 
2022.  We also enabled smaller venues to successfully 
host the exhibition with very minimal adjustments in 
the layout.

The exhibition was hosted 
in Upper Hutt, Christchurch, 
Motueka, Napier, and Nelson. 
We had wonderful partners and 
each venue experienced a high 
number of visitors.

All the venues that hosted the exhibition were very 
happy to purchase and promote ‘Te Rātaka a Tētahi 
Kōhine - The Diary of a Young Girl’ by Anne Frank, 
translated into te reo Māori.

Anne Frank “Let me be myself” Exhibition (2020-2021)

The Anne Frank Education Manager trained many 
students in the peer guide role and promoted ‘Let 
me be myself’ with schools where the exhibition was 
located. This has continued to be highly successful 
with young people leading discussions while guiding 
their peers through the exhibition.  As a result, 
students have explored not only WW2, the life 
story of Anne Frank, and the Holocaust, but also 
contemporary issues of prejudice and discrimination, 
both globally and in Aotearoa New Zealand.

Tom Rockman Arielly, Project Manager
Lizzy Eaves, Anne Frank Education Manager, HCNZ Lead Educator
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Children’s Holocaust Memorial: a unique memorial, with accompanying 
exhibition, honouring the 1.5 million children killed during the Holocaust.

Over the period June-2020-21, the Children’s Holocaust 
Memorial has continued to connect with new 
communities and the general public through various 
regions nationwide.

The memorial was warmly received at opening events 
and also during partnership events. We teamed 
up with the host locations to deliver seminars and 
presentations, as well as ‘Upstander’ talks with schools 
and community groups. Venues also experienced high 
volumes of walk-in visitors.

Within the Aotearoa New Zealand education sector, 
specifically secondary schools, there is now very broad 
awareness of this memorial. School groups frequent 
the memorial in a steady stream, tying in effectively 
with the Holocaust Centre’s education programme.

The Children’s Holocaust Memorial has featured 
prominently in the media through regular publications 
and interviews in regional and national print media 
and across digital platforms. This has supported the 
promotion of the exhibition and brings awareness to 
our educational work.

What is most poignant, however, are the touching 
thoughts, feelings, and messages that visitors leave in 
the reflection book. These include people who have 
personal knowledge or experience with Holocaust-
related issues, as well as those whose eyes have been 
opened to this history by the Children’s Holocaust 
Memorial.

SPECIAL EVENT ATTENDANCE  STUDENT VISITORS

This graph shows the proportions of attendance at 
CHM special events.

This graph shows the engagement of student visitors 
to the CHM  in the venue regions.

Christchurch

Partnership

Upstander

Opening

Napier

Palmerston 
North
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OPERATIONS REPORT 

EVENTS
We take this opportunity to thank all who attended our events over the past year and all who were involved in 
organising and participating. Whether you created a film, presented a lecture, gave a speech, coordinated an 
event, or simply ticked off a guest list or put out chairs, your involvement is what makes our events successful – 
thank you.

March 2020 heralded the nationwide impact of COVID-19 with Alert Level 4 lockdown. Whilst the country moved 
to Alert Level 1 on June 9th, HCNZ unfortunately remained closed due to the roof upgrade. Educational activities 
went online and offsite. Visitors and events recommenced in August, after an open day gathering of our team, 
with a Māori and Jewish blessing.

AGM 2020

Our AGM on Sunday, 6 September was a very special 
event. We thank all who attended, in-person and via 
Zoom - especially as this coincided with Father’s Day.
At the AGM four honorary life memberships were 
conferred - to Steven Sedley MNZM, Inge Woolf QSO 
z”l, Boyd Klap CNZM QSO, and Ken Gorbey CNZM.

We continue to be indebted to each of these amazing 
role models for their dedication and commitment, 
transforming ideas into realities, and advocating for 
Holocaust education and remembrance in Aotearoa 
New Zealand.  

Sarah Williams, Operations Manager

 
Education Director Kris Clancy gave us all an overview 
of a new Teaching Trunks initiative – taking replica 
artefacts, reading material, and activities, already 
planned for teaching on the Holocaust, directly into 
classrooms. This initiative rolled out in the first term of 
2021 and was booked out for most of the year almost 
immediately. This is detailed in the Education Report 
section of this annual report.
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Kristallnacht Commemorative Concert - Resilience and Reinvention

Hanukkah in the Park

Kristallnacht (Night of Broken Glass) was remembered 
in Aotearoa New Zealand on 9 November 2020, with 
our annual concert, in partnership with Te Kōki, the 
New Zealand School of Music - Victoria University of 
Wellington, Public Trust Hall, and the Adam Foundation. 
We were very fortunate to be able to gather for a 
concert during a global pandemic when restrictions in 
many other countries would have made it impossible.

The concert was held in the elegant Public Trust Hall 
with thanks to Maurice and Kaye Clark. 

The programme featured classical and jazz music, with 

We participated in Hanukkah in the Park at 
the Botanic Gardens, Wellington. This annual 
family-friendly celebration is organized by 
the Embassy of Israel in partnership with the 
Wellington City Council, Wellington Jewish 
Community Centre, and Temple Sinai. Our 
book sale, raffle and kosher sausage sizzle 
went very well. Sausages sold out halfway 
through the event!

Thank you to our amazing volunteer and 
staff team for their participation. And thank 
you to the following for their generous 
donations to our raffles - Pak N Save Petone, 
Trinity Group, Kereru Brewing, and The Body 
Shop Lower Hutt.

film scores by leading Jewish European composers who 
escaped the Holocaust, performed by acclaimed New 
Zealand musicians. From resilience to reinvention in 
Hollywood, these composers wrote music for some of 
the greatest blockbusters and influenced film music 
forever.

We thank the internationally renowned and award-
winning musicians for giving their time, talents, and 
passion to bring stunning music to life, in memory of a 
time of darkness, and the audience for taking time to 
remember and honour the victims and survivors of the 
Holocaust.

Book Launch Nov 2020: ‘Ludwig Haas: A German Jew and Fighter for Democracy’*

This event was held in partnership with the Embassy of 
the Federal Republic of Germany and the friends and 
family of Tony Haas z”l.

Ludwig Haas was a German Jewish politician and a 
leading figure in the first German republic formed 
after the First World War. He was grandfather to 
well-respected New Zealand journalist Tony Haas. In 

1938 Ludwig’s son Karl emigrated to New Zealand to 
escape Nazi tyranny and became a sheep farmer in 
Pahiatua. Ludwig’s role in Germany’s Weimar Republic 
offers some important lessons about the risks to and 
protection of democratic values.

*English translation, of the original German publication
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United Nations International Holocaust Remembrance Day

The 76th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-
Birkenau was marked on 27 January 2021. In Aotearoa 
New Zealand, one of few countries in a Covid-ravaged 
world still able to have large gatherings, hundreds 
came together across the country to remember the 
6 million Jews who were murdered in the Holocaust. 
Also remembered were the many millions of other 
innocent victims killed by the Nazi war machine 
and this was equally an opportunity to honour the 
survivors who made their way to New Zealand and 
contributed greatly to the fabric of our society. 

The theme for this year’s UN International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day (UNIHRD) commemorations in 
New Zealand was “We are still here”.

Commemorations were held in Auckland, Hamilton, 
Wellington, Christchurch, and, for the first time, 
Napier, where the Children’s Holocaust Memorial 
happened to be located during this time. 

We were honoured to host the Governor-General, our 
Patron, Rt Hon Dame Patsy Reddy at the Auckland 
event, where approximately 400 people were in 
attendance. In her address she stated:

‘In addition to learning about 
the horror and tragedy of the 
Holocaust in Europe, we should 
all  acknowledge and learn from 
our own country’s shameful 
history with Jewish refugees.

Between 1936 and 1938, when European Jews 
were frantically searching for sanctuary from Nazi 
persecution, New Zealand rejected some 1,731 formal 
applications from them to immigrate here.’

At the parliamentary reception, hosted by Deputy 
Prime Minister Hon Grant Robertson, student winners 
of the Paul Seideman Composition Prize — Maayan 
Bialik, Felix Steiner, and Leah Burger— presented 
their winning essays. They spoke before an audience 
of distinguished guests, including Paul Seideman 
and other Holocaust survivors and descendants, 
Wellington Mayor Andy Foster, Robyn Baker (Chair of 
New Zealand National Commission for UNESCO), Race 
Relations Commissioner Meng Foon, members of the 
interfaith community, politicians, and members of the 
diplomatic corps.

An ‘In memoriam’ video of New Zealnd resident 
Holocaust survivors who passed away in the last year 
was a poignant addition to the commemorations, 
which included prayers and candle lighting.

At the World Peace Bell in the Christchurch Botanic 
Gardens speakers included Chief Human Rights 
Commissioner Paul Hunt and Imam Gamal Fouda of 
Al Noor Mosque. Candles were lit and the bell was 
rung six times in honour of the six million Jewish 
victims of the Holocaust.

UNIHRD in New Zealand is co-sponsored by the New Zealand 
National Commission for UNESCO, the New Zealand Human 
Rights Commission, The Wilson Funeral Home and city councils 
in Wellington, Auckland, and Christchurch, and the Astor 
Foundation, with support from regional Jewish organisations 
and congregations.
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Yom HaShoah

Lacrimosa Dies Illa - World Premiere Film featuring ‘Requiem -The Holocaust’ 

On 8 April 2021 regional Yom HaShoah (Holocaust 
Memorial Day) commemorations were held in many 
cities. The Wellington Jewish community, members of 
the interfaith community, members of the diplomatic 
corps, local council, and members of Parliament came 
together to remember the six million Jews murdered 
in the Shoah (Holocaust), at a very moving event we 
organised, in the Myers Hall of the Wellington Jewish 
Community Centre.

On 6 May 2021 we hosted the world premiere of Lacrimosa Dies Illa; 
‘Requiem - The Holocaust’ at the Penthouse Cinema. This was a moving 
experience for all present. The documentary film is based on Ukrainian-
born Israeli composer Boris Pigovat’s powerful and emotional Holocaust 
requiem written to commemorate the massacre at Babi Yar, Kiev. Babi 
Yar ravine is where the Nazis and their collaborators executed over 
33,000 Jewish men, women, and children, including Pigovat’s family 
members. 2021 marks the 80th anniversary of this atrocity, which 
occurred between 29 and 30 September 1941. 

May their memories be a blessing unto us all as we continue to work 
towards a more just world.

To hear Upbeat’s interview with Xi (Lucy) Liu (viola soloist, Assistant 
Producer and translator) and Donald Maurice MNZ (Producer) go to 
www.rnz.co.nz/upbeat

Free Public Talks

The L’Dor VaDor lecture programme, coordinated by Irene Buxton, went 
from strength to strength. Guest speakers and topics covered in 2020 
and 2021 included:

• Award-winning author Mandy Hager: Story structure and the life-
long journey to individuation

• Dr David Cumin: Antisemitism in New Zealand
• Clare Bruell: Kindertransport to New Zealand
• David Zwartz ONZM on History and Memory: Jewish Survival
• Professor Joan Taylor: Babatha’s Sisters: Judaean Women Refugees 

in the Wilderness Caves
• Eva Woodbury: My Father Saved 16 Jews During the Holocaust

Youth engagement was a highlight with poetry 
reading, prayers, songs, and a musical piece 
performed. Another special feature was the broad 
spectrum of candle lighters including Jews of the 
Rainbow community, of Africa, refugees, Holocaust 
survivors and members of the diplomatic corps. The 
hall sparkled with the light from hundreds of tealight 
candles lit by attendees.  

www.rnz.co.nz/concert/programmes/upbeat?page=7
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Anne Frank Memorial Unveiled

On 13th of June 2021, about 200 people gathered at 
Ellice Park in Wellington to see Deputy Prime Minister 
Hon Grant Robertson unveil New Zealand’s own 
Anne Frank memorial. The provocative design, by 
Massey University’s Matthijs Siljee, consists of three 
chairs – two facing each other and the third facing 
away, excluded. The layout was created to represent 
discrimination and prejudice in action. The chairs are 
engraved with a quote of Anne’s, in English and te reo 
Māori.

Attendees included members of Parliament, members 
of the diplomatic corps, Wellington’s Mayor and 
Mayors of local councils, Holocaust survivors and their 
descendants, the Chief Human Rights Commissioner, 
and Race Relations Commissioner. 

In his speech, the Deputy Prime Minister said that 
the Holocaust was the worst example in our times of 
discrimination and hatred. ‘Yet every single day we 
see elements of that around us. So, every single day 
it’s our job to call that out. To strive to build the world 
that Anne Frank talked about, the world of hope, 
courage, love and beauty...this is an opportunity 
to recommit ourselves, every single day to end 
discrimination, and promote inclusion and respect.’

Ambassador for the Kingdom of the Netherlands, HE 
Mira Woldberg, spoke of the importance of having 
such a memorial, not to forget. ‘Anne Frank gave us a 
message of hope and action that we must teach our 
children – to speak out, not remain bystanders.’ 
Siljee spoke on the concept, materials, and message 
of the design, and of the frightening speed with which 
Anne Frank’s life was destroyed during the Holocaust: 
‘Within 15 years she was born into democracy and 
died in barbarity.’

Wellington East Girls College Principal Gael Ashworth 
spoke of the power of Anne Frank’s message for 
present-day students, and the school choir closed the 
ceremony with a beautiful Māori song.

Two years ago, on June 12th, what would have 
been Anne’s 90th birthday, 94-year-old Dutch-New 
Zealander Boyd Klap, Chair of Anne Frank New 
Zealand, and developer of the memorial project, had 
15 kōwhai trees planted at Ellice Park, representing 
the years Anne lived, before dying in Bergen-Belsen 
death camp. A further 75 trees followed, and, when 
mature and in flower, will encircle the memorial in 
glorious colour. 

To honour Boyd’s dedication to HCNZ and his 
commitment to Anne Frank projects (over a decade 
of activities promoting the memory and messages 
of Anne Frank’s short life), in the fight against 
antisemitism and discrimination, Boyd was presented 
with a JNF Holland certificate for trees planted in 
his name in the Anne Frank Forest in Israel. And on 
August 4th, at a Parliamentary reception hosted by 
Marja Lubeck MP, we presented Boyd with a special 
JNF Holland chestnut set in plexiglass. This chestnut 
came from the tree that Anne Frank could see from 
the secret annex, her only link to the outside world 
during her years in hiding. The same tree which 
she wrote about in her iconic diary. During the 
June memorial unveiling, two young children of the 
Netherlands Embassy staff read a poem in Dutch and 
English about that chestnut tree. In 2010, this tree 
was damaged in storms and had to be removed, and 
is thus, no longer there.

The memorial is sponsored by Anne Frank New Zealand 
Projects, the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, 
and the Holocaust Centre of New Zealand.
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The HCNZ volunteer team continues to amaze us with 
their commitment to, and advocacy for, Holocaust 
education and remembrance in Aotearoa New 
Zealand. Without them there is no HCNZ. They are our 
Upstanders. We thank them all.

Sadly, in the last year to the time of this report, the 
following volunteers have moved on; Tabby Bialik, Kara 
Lipski, Marie Taeger, Elizabeth Blauw, and Rick Sahar. 
We thank them all for their service and contributions 
and wish them all the very best.

Others were also successful in finding work or study 
opportunities and shifted to on-call capacities - Shirley, 
Yuval, Peter and Paul. 

Although noted in other sections of this report it we 
must also note that the volunteer team lost a very 
special member with the passing of Inge Woolf z”l. 
Not only was she the Founding Director but Inge had 
held a variety of roles, as board member, board Chair, 
fundraiser, visitor host and educator. We miss her 
drive, determination and passion for imparting the 
lessons from the Holocaust to the youth of Aotearoa 
New Zealand. Inge was a role model and an inspiration, 
and she cared for each and every member of our team. 
We miss her dearly and vow to continue her legacy.

During this past year we welcomed the following 
new volunteers Charlotte Tildesley and Nixon Zhu (in 
Auckland), Zac Askew (in Christchurch) and Beverley 
Paris, Linda Cohen, Jess Gillies & Courtney McDonald 
(in Wellington). 

We are ecstatic to also welcome back Irene Adler, and 
also Dorothy Tortell from her hiatus. We are fortunate 
that Courtney Powell, our Victoria University Intern, 
is also continuing as a volunteer beyond her VUW 
placement.

We always appreciate new people 
joining us and volunteering at 
the Holocaust Centre of New 
Zealand in a variety of roles, such 
as education, visitor hosting, 
research, and helping with events, 
to name a few.

‘He aha te mea nui o te ao? He tangata, he tangata, he tangata.’
‘What is the most important thing in this world? It is people, it is people, it is people.’

VOLUNTEERS

We Would Like to Specially Acknowledge & 
Thank the Following Volunteers

ELIZABETH BLAUW – Elizabeth has been with the 
centre since 2015, regularly sharing her parents’ 
Righteous Among the Nations story to many visitors 
and school groups and showing them the actual award 
and certificate. Dutch-born Kiwi Elizabeth has been 
another special asset here at the centre. A staunch 
advocate for the centre, Elizabeth would regularly hand 
out brochures to promote HCNZ and invite all who she 
came into contact with to visit the centre.

Although Elizabeth retires from volunteering she has 
made sure that her parents’ story, about saving the life 
of a Jewish teenager in Nazi-occupied Holland, remains 
in hard copy at the centre for future generations to 
enjoy reading. Thank you Elizabeth.

IRENE BUXTON – Irene has successfully coordinated 
the ‘L’dor Vador’ (‘From Generation to Generation’) 
lecture series since 2013. She consistently secures 
amazing guest speakers, and organises volunteer 
assistance as required, for security, AV & tech support, 
and set-up. Irene works with staff to ensure great 
marketing of this programme. 

Irene is also a long-term reliable visitor host and has 
been a board member. She also has another special 
role. Like her counterpart Naomi in Auckland, she is 
the Coordinator of the Wellington Second Generation 
group. Thank you Irene.
    
CAROL CALKOEN – Making a significant contribution 
to HCNZ since its inception, alongside her parents 
Hanka & George Pressburg who inspired the centre’s 
existence, Carol has held many roles - Board member, 
Education Director, Bookings Coordinator, and 
volunteer educator. 

As a key figure in our education space, Carol sadly 
leaves our education team, stepping down as a 
volunteer but remaining part of HCNZ in an advisory 
capacity. Thank you Carol.
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Many thanks to our volunteers
CAROL RANKIN – Carol Rankin is another outstanding 
volunteer. Along with being a fantastic visitor host, 
Carol scrupulously shifted our library catalogue 
to LibraryThing, an online system. Prior to this 
she methodically uploaded our DVD collection of 
testimonies onto an online platform. Carol always 
makes insightful contributions in a variety of HCNZ 
operations from resources in the library, to security, 
and marketing. Carol is very civic minded, and bountiful 
in her caring for other people. Many at the Centre have 
gloves or hats thanks to Carol’s knitting. Thank you 
Carol.

RICK SAHAR - Rick has held many roles during his 5+ 
years with us - as a Board member, a Visitor Host, 
on the education team, co-leader for the HCNZ Yad 
Vashem Seminar trip for NZ Educators, and sound tech 
support for events.

As a Second-Generation Holocaust survivor, Rick has 
shared his family story and the extensive research he has 
done in this area on many occasions. Most recently he 
presented to the 2019 Yad Vashem cohort in Jerusalem 
and to an audience of 200 at Upper Hutt, as part of a 
complementary component alongside the Anne Frank 
travelling exhibition in this venue in 2020.

Although Rick is now stepping back from volunteering, he 
remains a supportive member of HCNZ. Thank you Rick.

DOROTHY TORTELL – Dorothy has been instrumental 
to HCNZ since its early days. She created and managed 
the HCNZ library catalogue from the beginning and has 
maintained it to such a high standard that enabled the 
smooth transition to our latest online system. Dorothy 
is very community service oriented; she is a great 
visitor host and wonderful advocate for the Centre. 
Thank you Dorothy

DAVID ZWARTZ ONZM – If you looked up the Yiddish 
word “mensch” David Zwartz would immediately come 
to mind. He is the epitome of the dictionary definition: 
a person of integrity and honour, a truly good person. 
David has made significant volunteer contributions to 
HCNZ, the Jewish community, and Aotearoa NZ at large.

David supports numerous Centre initiatives including 
the Yad Vashem seminar programme and the Anne 
Frank travelling exhibition. He helped Boyd Klap 
bring the te reo Māori translation of Anne Frank’s 
diary into realisation, is the backbone of all UNIHRD 
commemorations nationwide, and also hosts visitors at 
the Centre. These are just to name but a few aspects of 
his outstanding involvement! 

Through his work at HCNZ, the Interfaith Council, and 
Wellington Jewish Council, David is an advocate for 
respecting human rights and an inspiration. Thank 
you David.

Aaron Homewood
Alexandra Smith
Alicia Hammond
Amy Duff
Ann Beaglehole
Annie MacDonald
Barbara Woods
Beverley Paris
Candace Smith
Carol Ratnam
Carol Calkoen
Carol Rankin
Charlotte Tildesley
Courtney McDonald
Courtney Powell
David Payton
David Zwartz ONZM
Desiree Gezentsvey
Dorothy Tortell
Elizabeth Blauw
Irene Adler
Irene Buxton
Jan Lippert
Jessica Gillies

Judy Regan
Kara Lipski
Linda Cohen
Marie Taeger
Marlene Levine
Mary Slatter
Nixon Zhu
Paul Hellyer
Peter Hanl
Philip Rosenbaum
Phoenix Dingle
Prue Hyman
Rick Sahar
Sarah Cole
Shirley Li
Steven Sedley MNZM
Susi Williams
Tabby Bialik
Torise Aati
Vera Egermayer MNZM
Yuval Zalk-Neale
Zac Askew
Zac Hing
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Visitors to the Holocaust Centre: 
397 students, 159 domestic visitors, 48 adult group participants, and 13 VIP visitors. 
Sadly, COVID-19 meant that we had no international visitors. We can happily report that 
since April 2021 we have begun to see Australian visitors come in.

Off-site activities:

Children’s Holocaust Memorial
4230 student visitors 

Anne Frank ‘Let Me Be Myself’ Exhibition 
(4/2020 – 6/2021 – counted per venue not month)
123 students trained peer guides
1074 student visitors 
9,144 general visitors.
 
Off-site education and teacher PD
2114 students attended off-site education presentations
125  teachers attended off-site PD (Professional Development) seminars.

At 21 HCNZ events (onsite and offsite): 
2,342 attendees. 

VISITORS
During the financial year April 2020 to March 2021 we hosted the following:

A first for the centre and the synagogue on-site:

In May 2021 we had a visit from Susan, from Waikato, who came with her gorgeous 
service dog, Maya. This is the first dog in the centre and in the Beth El synagogue. Susan 
later wrote of her visit in Seasons magazine which directly resulted in more visitors. Thank 
you Susan.

Social Media Engagement

Facebook: HCNZ Facebook page experienced a 25% growth in followers, ending this 
financial period with 2396 followers and 2242 ‘likes’, a 22% growth in page likes.

Instagram: We had an 82% increase in followers from 517 to 942.
 
Twitter: 10% growth in followers from 361 to 398

We also administer the Anne Frank, ‘Let me be myself’ NZ Exhibition Facebook page  
(405 ‘likes’/415 ‘followers’, 21% growth) and Instagram (121 followers, 19% growth).
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PARTNERS & SPONSORS

Adam Foundation 

Astor Foundation

Auckland Hebrew Congregation 

Auckland Museum

Auckland Private Education Charitable Trust

Auckland Second Generation Group 

Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett

Beth Shalom 

Bob & Freda Narev 

Boyd Klap CNZM QSO

Brinks NZ Chicken 

Canterbury Hebrew Congregation 

Christchurch City Council 

Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany 

(Claims Conference) 

Council of Jewish Women 

David Levene Foundation 

David Zwartz ONZM

David Bigio

David and Annette Stiassny

Deckston Hebrew Trust 

Embassies of Argentina, Australia, Austria, France, 
Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Italy, the 

Netherlands, Poland, Russia, and the United States of 
America

Eva Kaprinay

Federation of Islamic Assoc. of New Zealand

Fisher International Ltd

Flightdec.com 

Frank Pearson 

Gary Weiss, Johnny & Thea Weiss

Graeme Marchant

Greg & Angelyne Kent 

Ian Charlton

Jack Porus 

Janet Salek

J & H Klisser

JJ Ofer 

John Jones Steel 

Kaye & Maurice Clark 

Kerry & Jacqui Knight 

Lion Foundation 

Maraea Cookson

Marni Guesgen 

Matthijs Siljee, Massey University

Michael & Mary-Lou Stiassny 

National Services Te Paerangi, Museum of New Zealand  
Te Papa Tongarewa

New Zealand Human Rights Commission

New Zealand Jewish Council 

New Zealand Lottery Grants Board 

New Zealand National Commission for UNESCO 

New Zealand School of Music—Te Kōkī, at Victoria 
University of Wellington 

Nikau Foundation 

Opzeeland 

Partners Life 

Paul Seideman 

Pelorus Trust 

Peter & Claire Bruell 

Peter & Doris Weiss 

Photography by Woolf

Rabobank 

Raye Blumenthal Freedman Trust

Roma/Sinti Community of New Zealand 

Ruth Gluckman

Shay Ram

Sydney Jewish Museum 

Temple Sinai, Wellington Progressive Jewish Congregation 

Tai Shan Foundation 

Vera Krukziener

Wellington City Council 

Wellington Jewish Community Centre 

Wellington Jewish Council 

Wellington Second Generation Group 

Prof William Spurlin

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

Yad Vashem

YWCA, York, Pennsylvania

We gratefully acknowledge the support of our partners, sponsors, members and volunteers.

We always aim to acknowledge those who generously contribute to HCNZ.  We apologise if we have unintentionally 
missed thanking any group or individual in this year’s annual report.
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MEMBERS
Current at August 2021

2020
13/8/2020

88 MEMBERS 145 MEMBERS UP 65% 

2021
13/8/2021

Torise Aati 
Irene Adler 
Vivienne Allan 
Zac Askew 
Ann Beaglehole 
Estelle Beder 
David Bigio 
Elizabeth Blauw 
Marcus Blomquist 
Brian Bookman 
Miriam Bookman 
Sam Bookman 
Sue Boyde 
Claire Bruell 
Kelly Buckle 
Heather Burgess 
Irene Buxton 
Carol Calkoen 
Wilhelmina (Miep) Carstensen 
Jacqui Christie-Cumming 
Hannah Clark 
Ian Clark 
Kaye Clark 
Maurice Clark 
Michael Clements 
Shirley Closey 
Linda Cohen 
Miri Cohen 
Sarah Cole 
Sandra Dean 
Phoenix Dingle 
John Edilson 
Vera Egermayer 
Barbara Einhorn 
Sue Esterman 
Michael Fallick 
Janice Figge 
Michael Fincham 
Alison Fordyce 
Desiree Gezentsvey 
Ruth Gilbert 
Ainsley Goodman 
Ruth Gluckman 
Pip Grace 
Nicole Greensides 
France Grenaudier-Klijn 
Adina Halpern 
Arna Harris 
Raewyn Harris 
Peter Hanl 
Deborah Hart 
Monica Hawken 

Paul Hellyer 
Helen Heppner 
Kim Heppner 
Andreas Heuser 
Leora Hirsh 
Mikaela Hood 
Merv Hunt 
Prue Hyman 
Kelly Jean-Louis 
Linda Johnson 
Naomi Johnson 
Joanne Jory 
Philip Josephs 
Viv Josephs 
Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett 
Anna Kominik 
Marinus La Rooij 
Marlene Levine 
Deborah Levy
Valerie Levy
Anthony Lewis 
Shirley Li 
Giacomo Lichtner 
Larissa Liebman 
Jan Lippert 
Judi Lubetzky 
Albert Luppens 
Colin MacLeod 
Graeme Marchant 
Peter Maslin 
Katrina Matthews 
Donald Maurice MNZM 
Helen McCarthy 
Inbal Megiddo 
Judy Myers 
Roger Moses 
Rivkah Nathan 
Kathryn Newman 
Lisa Newman 
Matthew Nicoll 
Megan Orme-Whitlock 
Stephen Payton 
Garry Pollak 
Sabine Pollak 
Nicola Proffit 

Carol Rankin 
Judy Regan 
Mike Regan 
Margery Renwick 
Timothy Rice 
Helene Ritchie 
Rebecca Roest 
Sonja Rosen 
Bodil Rosenbaum 
Philip Rosenbaum 
Lillian Rosenthal 
Jill Rothwell 
Rick Sahar 
Gabrielle Samols 
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PATRON
The Patron of the Holocaust Centre of New Zealand is Her Excellency The Rt 
Hon Dame Patsy Reddy - Governor-General of New Zealand. We have greatly 
appreciated Dame Patsy’s support during her term. 

Chair - Deborah Hart 
A lawyer by profession, the former executive director at the Arbitrators’ and Mediators’ 
Institute of New Zealand, Deborah Hart is currently a Panel Member of the Human 
Rights Review Tribunal, the Director of ASH NZ, on the board of DocEdge and the 
current chair of the board of the Holocaust Centre of New Zealand. She undertook the 
independent review of the Banking Ombudsman Scheme and is a former member of the 
Government’s Small Business Advisory Group.

Deborah is a second-generation survivor.

Mum to 3 adult boys, Deborah lives in Auckland with her partner, John, as well as Falafel 
the Wonder Cat and Sheeba – a Portuguese Water Dog. In her spare time, Deb reads, 
hikes and cooks, and when not in Lockdown, she hangs out with family and friends. 

Deputy Chair - Miriam Bookman
Born and raised in Auckland, Miriam has been involved in the Jewish Community 
through Kadimah School, Bnei Akiva youth group, and LIMMUD NZ festival of learning. 
Miriam currently lives in Wellington where she practised as a public lawyer at Russell 
McVeagh for two and a half years and now works as a Lead Adviser at the Ministry 
of Education. Her mother descends from Salonican Jews who immigrated to the UK 
in the 1920s amidst antisemitism. Her father descends from Russian Jews who lived 
in a shtetl called Klykoliai in today’s Lithuania, where her great-grandfather escaped 
conscription. Miriam is active in her support for the refugee community. She volunteers 
for Community Law on Refugee and Immigration advice sessions, and is an advocate 
for a refugee family going through the reunification process. Miriam also coordinates 
a mentoring programme, with the support of the Astor Foundation, for women with 
refugee backgrounds studying in Wellington.

Treasurer – Jeremy Smith
Jeremy is Managing Director of Wellington-based hospitality group, Trinity, which 
owns hotels, restaurants and bars. Jeremy is also the National President of Hospitality 
New Zealand and is the Board Chair at Temple Sinai -Wellington Progressive Jewish 
Congregation. He has been involved in the Wellington Jewish community for many years. 

Jeremy has been involved with the Holocaust Centre of New Zealand in the roles of Chair, 
Treasurer and in fundraising. 
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Marcus Blomquist 
Marcus grew up in the United States surrounded by survivors and the culture of duty 
towards education and the community. Marcus is a descendant of Polish and Romanian 
Jews who immigrated to the United States looking for religious freedom and economic 
opportunities. 

Since moving to New Zealand, Marcus has fallen in love with the beauty of this country 
and is a great place to be receptive towards accepting Holocaust education. By serving 
on the board, Marcus hopes to help the centre, its employees, and the message of the 
centre reach the entire country. Marcus brings over 30 years of growing up with the 
message “Never Again,” as well as over 15 years of classroom experience. 

Dr Giacomo Lichtner
Dr Giacomo Lichtner is Associate Professor of History and Film at Victoria University of 
Wellington, where he has worked since migrating to New Zealand from Italy in 2003. 
Giacomo has dedicated his career to studying the memory and representation of the 
Holocaust. He has published widely on the subject, including Film and the Shoah in 
France and Italy (Vallentine-Mitchell: 2008; 2015) and Fascism in Italian Cinema: the 
Politics and Aesthetics of Memory (Palgrave: 2013). Giacomo shares the Holocaust 
Centre’s commitment to Holocaust education, and looks forward to the opportunity to 
engage with Holocaust discourses outside of academia.

Rivkah Nathan
Rivkah Nathan has served on the HCNZ since 2019/5780. Rivkah has an educational 
background in Philosophy, Religious Studies, Jewish Studies, and English Literature. After 
attending the Yad Vashem International School for Holocaust Studies Seminar (2019), 
Rivkah has expanded her educational attention beyond the Jewish community, to general 
youth outreach regarding the Holocaust, Antisemitism, and Racism. She is actively 
engaged in this work within the classroom, and her community of colleagues and friends. 
In her spare time, she is a singer-songwriter, ultimate frisbee player, and avid tramper. 
Primarily, she endeavors to make her activities, contributions, and thoughts align with 
the ideal that the world should be a safe space for genuine connection, and peace.      

Helene Ritchie
Helene offers the HCNZ Board her extensive governing and advocacy experience on 
some 21 diverse Boards for over 30 years. Values driven, as a politician, the first woman 
deputy mayor, and the first Jewish woman city councillor, she has served at the top level 
of civic and health governance in the Capital City.

Helene, awarded four degrees and two university diplomas, is a registered psychologist, 
mediator, and writer, worked professionally in all levels of the education sector from 
preschool to University, policy development; then in her own private practice; and her 
business. 

A New Zealand born second generation survivor, she has recently completed another 
book, yet to be published, lives in Wellington, has four grandchildren, loves singing, 
tramping, swimming, and is honoured to serve on the HCNZ Board.
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STAFF

Kris Clancy  
Education Director

Chris Harris  
CEO

Tom Rockman Arielly 
Projects Manager

Lizzy Eaves  
Lead Educator & Bookings 
Coordinator

Sarah Williams  
Operations Manager

Diana Wichtel
Diana was raised in Canada until the age of thirteen, when her Kiwi mother brought her 
children home to New Zealand. Her father, a Polish Holocaust survivor, was to follow 
but she never saw him again. Diana has an MA in English from Auckland University, 
has worked as a university tutor, a teacher and was a feature writer and television 
critic for the New Zealand Listener magazine from 1984 until April 2020. Since 1993 
Diana has been a member of the Auckland Second Generation Group. In 2016 she was 
joint recipient of the Grimshaw Sargeson Fellowship, which enabled her to write the 
memoir, Driving to Treblinka: A Long Search for a Lost Father, about the impact the 
Holocaust on her family. The book won the Royal Society Te Apārangi Award for General 
NonFiction and the E.H. McCormick Best First Book Award for General Non-Fiction. Diana 
is honoured to bring a deep personal and professional engagement with the legacy of 
the Holocaust to an organisation devoted to keeping the memory of her family and so 
many others alive. Diana lives in Auckland with her partner, Chris Barton. They have three 
children and four grandchildren.
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The financial results show the centre’s ongoing growth.
Having a strong team of professionals, we were able 
to create and deliver new material for teachers and 
schools to use. In the year of COVID some of our 
projects and plans were disrupted, the Yad Vashem 
seminar was postponed, and our visitor numbers were 
down on prior years.

The 2021 programmes for the year included the 2-year 
extension to the schedule of the Anne Frank Exhibition 
touring New Zealand. The Children’s Holocaust 
Memorial continues to be well received around the 

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2021

country. On-line curriculum content was developed to 
aid teachers in the classroom.  

To deliver this wide range of programmers, 
expenditure of $433k was incurred for the year which 
is slightly under the prior year expenditure. Our 
income for the year was up on our budget at $461k. 
We were well supported by our generous long-term 
donors, we received funding for the extension of the 
Anne Frank exhibition, and we received some new 
grants and donations.

At year end, ‘unused donations and grants with conditions’ of $271k  relates to the Children’s Holocaust Memorial, 
Anne Frank Exhibition, and Anne Frank Diary translation projects and 2022 grants received before the year end,.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our very generous donors 
and supporters.  Without you we would not be able to deliver our 
programmes. I also want to thank the Board, staff, and volunteers 
for their incredible commitment and dedication to the work of the 
Holocaust Centre of New Zealand.

Jeremy Smith
Treasurer 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
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SUPPORT OUR WORK

BEQUESTS
Your gift through a bequest is your personal legacy for future generations, and can be made as follows:

MEMBERSHIP
Sign up as a member and your $50 membership 
subscription enables the Holocaust Centre to continue 
its work, whilst you get information on our activities, 
have voting rights at AGMs, and can stand for 
nomination on the HCNZ Board – you have an active 
opportunity to shape the future of the Centre. 

For more information or to become a member go to 
www.holocaustcentre.org.nz/membership

DONATIONS
The Holocaust Centre of New Zealand is a registered 
charity, and all donations over $5 are tax-deductible.

You may make a general donation, or you can contact 
us and inform us which of our activities you would like 
to financially support specifically, and we will direct 
your donation there.

For example: 
Conservation management of artefacts, education 
programmes (onsite, online, offsite), commemorative 
events, new exhibitions and lectures, the Children’s 
Holocaust Memorial, Yad Vashem Teachers 
Programme, and centre operational costs (such as 
general overheads, marketing, and staffing costs).

How you can donate:
› online at Givealitte at Givealittle
› online via our website at Donate
› EFTPOS onsite, or cash donations
› Internet banking: To our account at,
 Westpac 03-0515-0507281-000

 Your full name in reference, and please send an 
email to operations@holocaustcente.org.nz so 
that your receipt may be issued.

General Purpose bequest – supporting the Centre’s 
ongoing operational costs

Specific Purpose bequest – supporting one or more 
key activities

Gift in Perpetuity – administered by the Holocaust 
Centre of New Zealand

Artefact bequest – for the preservation and exhibition 
of Holocaust Centre of New Zealand’s existing artefact 
collection. 

For more information go to  
www.holocaustcentre.org.nz/bequests

Funding and Members are vital components to our being able to 
continue our mission well into the future. Thank you to all donors and 
members, past, current, and to come.

http://www.holocaustcentre.org.nz/membership
https://givealittle.co.nz/org/holoc
http://www.holocaustcentre.org.nz/donate
mailto:operations@holocaustcente.org.nz
http://www.holocaustcentre.org.nz/bequests
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Financial Report & Independent Auditor’s Report
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Independent Auditor’s Report 

Independent Auditor’s Report | Holocaust Centre of New Zealand Incorporated
  Page 19 of 21 

 
Independent Auditor’s Report 
 
To the Members of Holocaust Centre of New Zealand Incorporated 
 
 
Opinions 
 
We have audited the accompanying performance report of the Holocaust Centre of New Zealand 
Incorporated (“the Centre”) on pages 4 to 18, which comprises the entity information, statement of service 
performance, statement of financial performance and statement of cash flows for the year ended 31 March 
2021, the statement of financial position as at 31 March 2021, and the statement of accounting policies, 
and other explanatory information. 
 
In our opinion: 

(a) the reported outcomes and outputs, and quantification of the outputs to the extent practicable, in 
the statement of service performance are suitable;  

(b) The performance report on pages 4 to 18 fairly presents: 
◦ the financial position of Holocaust Centre of New Zealand Incorporated as at 31 March 2021; 
◦ the financial performance and cashflows for the year then ended; 
◦ the entity information for the year then ended; and 
◦ the service performance for the year then ended 

and is prepared, in all material respects, in accordance with the requirements of Public Benefit Entity Simple 
Format Reporting Standard – Accrual (Not-For-Profit) issued in New Zealand by the New Zealand Accounting 
Standards Board. 
 
 
Basis for Opinion 
 
We conducted our audit of the statement of financial performance, statement of financial position, statement 
of cash flows, statement of accounting policies and notes to the performance report in accordance with 
International Standards on Auditing (New Zealand), and the audit of the entity information and statement 
of service performance in accordance with the International Standard on Assurance Engagements (New 
Zealand) ISAE (NZ) 3000 (Revised). Those standards require that we comply with ethical requirements 
and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the performance report is 
free from material misstatement. 
 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our 
audit opinion. 
 
Other than in our capacity as auditor we have no relationship with, or interests in, the Centre. 
 
 
Restriction on Responsibility 
 
This report is made solely to the members, as a body, in accordance with section 42F of the Charities Act 
2005. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the members those matters we are 
required to state to them in an auditor's report and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by 
law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the members as a body, for our audit 
work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



52 HOLOCAUST CENTRE OF NEW ZEALAND

Independent Auditor’s Report 

Independent Auditor’s Report | Holocaust Centre of New Zealand Incorporated
  Page 20 of 21 

 
Independent Auditor’s Report (Contd.) 
 
 
 
Board’s Responsibility for the Performance Report 
 
The Board is responsible on behalf of the entity for: 

a) Identifying outcomes and outputs, and quantifying the outputs to the extent practicable, that are 
relevant, reliable, comparable and understandable, to report in the statement of service 
performance;  

b) the preparation and fair presentation of the performance report which comprises:  
◦ the entity information;  
◦ the statement of service performance; and 
◦ the statement of financial performance, statement of financial position, statement of changes 

in equity, statement of cash flows, statement of accounting policies and notes to the 
performance report   

in accordance with the Public Benefit Entity Simple Format Reporting Standard – Accrual (Not-For-
Profit), and 
 

c) for such internal control as the Board determines is necessary to enable the preparation of the 
performance report that is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

 
In preparing the performance report, the Board is responsible for assessing the Centre’s ability to continue 
as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going concern 
basis of accounting unless the Board either intends to liquidate the Centre or to cease operations, or has 
no realistic alternative but to do so. 
 
 
Auditor’s Responsibility for the Audit of the Performance Report 
 
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the performance report is free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our 
opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted 
in accordance with ISAs (NZ) and ISAE (NZ) 3000 (Revised) will always detect a material misstatement 
when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in 
the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on 
the basis of this performance report. 
 
As part of an audit in accordance with ISAs (NZ) and ISAE (NZ) 3000 (Revised), we exercise professional 
judgement and maintain professional scepticism throughout the audit. We also: 

 Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the performance report, whether due to 
fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit 
evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not 
detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, 
as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override 
of internal control. 

 Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures 
that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the entity’s internal control. 

 Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting 
estimates and related disclosures made by management. 

 Conclude on the appropriateness of the use of the going concern basis of accounting by the Board 
and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events 
or conditions that may cast significant doubt on the Centre’s ability to continue as a going concern. 
If we conclude that a material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s 
report to the related disclosures in the performance report or, if such disclosures are inadequate, 
to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of 
our auditor’s report. However, future events or conditions may cause the Centre to cease to 
continue as a going concern. 
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Independent Auditor’s Report (Contd.) 
 
 

 Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the performance report, including the 
disclosures, and whether the performance report represents the underlying transactions and events 
in a manner that achieves fair presentation. 

 Perform procedures to obtain evidence about and evaluate whether the reported outcomes and 
outputs, and quantification of the outputs to the extent practicable, are relevant, reliable, 
comparable and understandable.  

 
We communicate with the Board regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit 
and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we identify during 
our audit. 
 
 

 
 
DJ Turner & Associates 
Chartered Accountants 
Wellington, NZ 
5th September 2021 
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