
 
 

History 2.2 

Achievement Standard 91230 (v2): Examine an historical event or place that is of 

significance to New Zealanders (5 credits)  

  

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence 

Examine an historical event or place 
that is of significance to New 
Zealanders. 

Examine, in-depth, an historical 
event or place that is of 
significance to New Zealanders. 

Comprehensively examine an 
historical event or place that is of 
significance to New Zealanders. 

 

Student instructions  

Introduction  

The Nazi dictatorship and the Holocaust were important events in world history. They not only 
affected those under Nazi control in Europe, but the survivors’ descendants, nations around the 
world, and world organisations such as the United Nations. As Holocaust survivors pass, this 
historical event remains important to study for numerous reasons: to honour the memory of 
those murdered, to see how individuals and nations reacted to refugees and genocide, to 
understand how democracy and human rights can be fragile to authoritarianism, to recognise 
antisemitism, neo-nazism and Holocaust denial and distortion in today’s world. 

Imagine you are a History student at university who has just completed an inquiry on a specific 
aspect of the Nazi dictatorship and the Holocaust. You are to write a report on your inquiry 
findings that will be published on the Holocaust Centre of New Zealand’s website as part of its 
education work. In your report, you are to use the historical evidence you found to answer your 
focus question(s).  

 

Task 

This assessment activity requires you to  

1) Communicate *key historical ideas by explaining your topic, using supporting evidence  

2) use evidence to explain how the Holocaust, and/or the particular topic you have chosen, 
is of significance to New Zealanders.  



 
 

You are to use the focus question(s) and evidence that you found in your inquiry to guide your 
examination. What *key historical ideas does your gathered evidence lead you to?  

You will be assessed on the depth and breadth of your understanding. For Excellence your 
examination must be comprehensive. 

Present your information as a report. It should have a title and sub-headings that relate to your 
key historical ideas. Ensure that your examination is, aside from referenced evidence, expressed 
in your own words. This will be due on ___.  

 

Notes on KHIs and Significance  

To communicate a convincing explanation of your chosen aspect of this event, present evidence 
of the event through a series of key historical ideas, each of which has comprehensive supporting 
evidence. Important! Don’t just write what happened!  Narrative(chronological description) by 
itself is not an examination. You must examine the event using historical evidence to 
communicate *key historical ideas.   

 

*Key Historical Ideas 

Providing a heading such as "social class" does not sufficiently communicate a "key 

historical idea", only a possible context for a key idea. An example of an acceptable 

key idea based on social class would be: "Social class was an important factor in 

Victorian England." 

 

A further example: the word “nationalism” on its own does not sufficiently 

communicate a key historical idea. An example of a key idea based on nationalism 

would be, "Nationalism was an important motivating force for the North Vietnamese 

during the 1960s." 

 

Most commonly, a key idea appears as the topic sentence of a well-constructed 

paragraph. In such a paragraph, the rest of the paragraph will be expanding on the 

key idea and providing evidence that supports the key idea/topic sentence. 

 

Writing a report through key ideas with supporting evidence ensures that we gain 

some understanding from the history we are studying and that we see the “big 

picture", or the "so what" of history. It also requires us to process the evidence we 

have found and communicate it in our own words, thus helping to ensure your 

understanding and prevent plagiarism of sources. 

 



 
 

You will have a brief conference with your teacher at the beginning of the process to help you 
organise your report’s key historical ideas and sub-titles. 

 

As a concluding section, explain how the event (which can be your aspect of the Holocaust, or 
the Holocaust in general, or the Nazis coming to power) was significant to New Zealanders, at 
the time and/or since. This section should also include specific evidence (not just your general 
ideas) and should be around 450 words. Use these prompting questions to help guide this 
conclusion: 

  
• How important was the event to New Zealanders in the past?  
• How deeply were people's lives affected by the event at the time?  
• How many lives were affected by the event?   
• For how long have people's lives been affected by the event?   

 
• What impact does the event still have on New Zealanders today?   
• Did the event impact differently on people in New Zealand?  
• How does this event help us to understand the past?  
• How does this event shed light on issues or problems that concern us today?   
• Has the significance of this event changed over time? Why? Why not?  

 
An alternative framework you could use to evaluate the significance of the Holocaust to New 
Zealanders is Christine Counsell’s 5 R’s of significance: 
 

1. Remembered: The event/development was important at some stage in history within the 
collective memory of a group or groups. 

2. Resulting in change: It had consequences for the future. 
3. Revealing: It reveals some other aspect of the past. 
4. Remarkable: The event/development was remarked upon by people at the time and/or 

since. Could also be unusual, beyond the realm of normal life. Unexpected. 
5. Resonant: People like to make analogies with it; it is possible to connect with 

experiences, beliefs or situations across time and space. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

How you are graded 
 

Evidence for Achievement  

The student has examined an historical event and its the significance to New Zealanders by: 

• Communicating key historical ideas through a coherent explanation of an event or place, with 
supporting evidence 

• describing its significance to New Zealanders.   

• Note that narrative by itself is insufficient, eg a chronological description of what happened in an 
historical event is not by itself an examination.  

 

Evidence for Achievement with Merit 

The student has examined, in-depth, a historical event and its the significance to New Zealanders by: 

• Communicating key historical ideas through a coherent explanation of an event or place, with 
detailed supporting evidence 

• explaining its significance to New Zealanders.   

 

Evidence for Achievement with Excellence 

The student has comprehensively examined a historical event and its the significance to New Zealanders 
by: 

• communicating key historical ideas through a convincing explanation of the event or place, with 
comprehensive supporting evidence 
 

• explaining its significance to New Zealanders. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
AUTHENTICITY INFORMATION 

 

The report you submit for this internal assessment task must be entirely your own work. You must 
not plagiarize from AI, books, websites, other sources or from another student’s work. 
 
You must not: 

• ‘Cut and paste’ chunks of information from any sources and use them in your report as if 
they were your own sentences or paragraphs 

 
You must: 

•   Submit your work to Turnitin for a plagiarism check 

•   Include in-text citations acknowledging the source of any evidence included in the body 
of your report that is a direct quote or original idea from another source 

•   Reference the source of primary evidence such as images, graphs, or tables 

•   Provide a full APA bibliography of ALL the sources you used. The full details of the in-text 
citations should be in your bibliography.   

 
Example of an in-text citation: 

 
Despite initial attempts at leniency through a compromised settlement, the Catholic community remained 
strong. Following the numerous Catholic plots of the 1580s, recusancy fines were increased, however the 
Catholic gentry still retained their political power and thus played a key role in keeping their faith alive 
(Murphy, 2002).  

 
In-text citation and bibliography guide: 

 Book – by one author:   

King, M. (2000). Wrestling with the angel: A life of Janet Frame. Auckland, New Zealand: Viking. 

In-text citation: (King, 2000) 

Book – by two authors:   

Treviño, L. K., & Nelson, K. A. (2007). Managing business ethics: Straight talk about how to do it right. Hoboken, NJ: 
Wiley. 

In-text citation: (Treviño & Nelson, 2007) 

Book – by three to five authors:   

Krause, K.-L., Bochner, S., & Duchesne, S. (2006). Educational psychology for learning and teaching (2nd ed.). 
Melbourne, Australia: Thomson. 

In-text citation: (Krause, Bochner, & Duchesne, 2006) 

Image (Below the image): 

Figure 1: University of Waikato Campus (Source: The University of Waikato, 2010) 



 
 
In-text citation: Figure 1 shows that ... (University of Waikato, 2010). 

Newspaper article – electronic version: 

Smith, G. (2003, April 5). Cough that shook the world. New Zealand Herald. Retrieved from http://www.nzherald.co.nz 

In-text citation:  (Smith, 2003)  

Newspaper article – no author: 

Drivers reject fuel prices driven by war threat. (2003, March 7). Timaru Herald, p.1. 

In-text citation: ("Drivers Reject Fuel Prices," 2003) 

Video from youtube: 

Leelefever. (2007, May 29). Wiki in plain English [Video file]. Retrieved from http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
dnL00TdmLY 

In-text citation: (Leelefever, 2007) 

Webpage:   

Statistics New Zealand. (2007). New Zealand in profile 2007. Retrieved from http://www.stats.govt.nz 

In-text citation: (Statistics New Zealand, 2007)    

If you don’t find a date, write n.d.  If you can’t distinguish the publisher or author, provide as many details as you can.  

Facebook post: 

Helen Clark. (2013, April 7). I've just been at the spring meeting of the UN Chief Executives Board [Facebook update]. 
Retrieved from 
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151631106326579set=a.10150973739971579.488293.9740721578&type=1  

In-text citation:  (Helen Clark, 2013) 
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