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Press Release – 30 July 2017 
 
Holocaust Denial - Never Acceptable 
 
The Holocaust Centre of New Zealand condemns, without exception, the promotion of 
any material or commentary in New Zealand that denies the occurrence of the Holocaust 
or seeks to minimise its scale and well-documented planning and implementation, says 
Chair Jeremy Smith. 
 
Anti-Semitic material recently distributed in the Dunedin area specifically promoted a book that 
denies the Holocaust. 
 
“This kind of material is deeply offensive to our Survivors here in New Zealand, and also 
dishonours the millions of Jewish people who died in the Holocaust, along with Soviet prisoners 
of war, ethnic Poles, Roma, gay men, disabled people and political opponents of the Nazis”, said 
Mr Smith.  
 
The Holocaust Centre of New Zealand upholds and believes in freedom of speech (even when 

we might find certain views highly objectionable, even abhorrent), but Holocaust Denial is in a 

category of its own, one based on a gross lie, a fundamental mistruth – namely, that the 

Holocaust never happened at all, or that it has been wildly exaggerated” Mr Smith noted 

further. 

“This kind of commentary is, at its essence, hate speech with the consequence of promulgating 

wider ant-Semitism within our community. In New Zealand, we simply cannot allow hate 

speech of this kind to go unchallenged.  

“As an organisation dedicated to Holocaust education and remembrance, we will always speak 

out against those who deny the Holocaust” concluded Mr Smith. 

 

 

Jeremy Smith is available for comment by contacting 027 2931346 


